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Miami Lighthouse Academy

 APPLE Gold Seal Accredited 

 Exceeds Florida licensing standards 

 Accredited for high-quality care 

 Only 20–22% of eligible Florida childcare programs earn this designation 

 HighScope Curriculum 

 First vision rehabilitation educational institution in the U.S. to implement the international HighScope Curriculum 

 First fully inclusive model applying HighScope with blind learners 

 Conscious Discipline 

 Evidence-based, trauma-informed SEL program 

 Focus on emotional regulation & classroom management 

 M-DCPS Partner  

 ELC Partner: Offer Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) & School Readiness (SR) 

 University of Miami Research Study 

 Teacher-child emotional & behavioral support scored above national CLASS averages 

 CLASS is an industry-standard classroom assessment tool



About Miami Lighthouse Academy

 Inclusive learning model: Birth–2 (B2) & Pre-K classrooms 

 Specialized K–3 programs; expanding to 4th grade in 2026–
2027 

 Provides early intervention services throughout Miami-
Dade County 

 Small class sizes; Approximately 5:1 student-teacher ratio 

 Co-teaching model includes: 

Teachers of the Visually Impaired (TVIs) 

 Florida-certified general education teachers 

Teacher assistants 

 Focus on specialized and inclusive instruction



What Does Miami Lighthouse Academy Offer?

➢ FL Certified General Education Teacher & ITDS

➢ Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI)

➢ Orientation & Mobility Specialist (O&M)

➢ Occupational Therapist

➢ Physical Therapist

➢ Speech/Language Pathologist

➢ Transportation (upon availability)

➢ Music Therapy 

➢ Extended Care (has a fee)

➢ Free breakfast, lunch & afternoon snack (for those who qualify)

➢ Summer Program (7 weeks)

➢ Blind Soccer



➢ Utilize an Expanded Core Curriculum to teach additional 
skills needed to students who are visually impaired.

➢ Assistive technology, career education, compensatory 
skills, independent living skills, orientation and mobility, 
recreation and leisure, sensory efficiency, self 
determination skills, and social skills.



Implementing Accommodations

➢ Identify at an early stage what accommodations are needed for the 
child.

➢ Preferential seating depending on eye condition.

➢ Utilizing special equipment (braille, canes, screen readers, etc)

➢ Extended time to complete activities.

➢ Provide more manipulatives than a typical classroom.

➢ Reduce visual clutter to decrease complexity in the classroom.

➢ Provide a small classroom size at an early age to provide the time 
and resources needed for the child’s development.



How do students qualify to attend 

Miami Lighthouse Academy?

Students who are visually impaired must have a qualifying visual 

diagnosis of:

➢ 20/70 visual acuity or worse

➢ A peripheral field loss

➢ A neurological visual impairment impacting their ability to see 

such as Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI)

➢ A document (form 1665) provided by Miami-Dade County Public 

School in which the child's Ophthalmologist qualifies them for 

services meeting the benchmarks noted above.



Why is early intervention important?
 Helps children overcome challenges related to visual impairment or blindness

  Supports developmental growth: 

 Children with visual impairments may reach milestones more slowly 

 Vision loss can limit access to: 

 Environmental information 

 Social cues 

 Incidental learning 

 Early intervention team provides: 

 Family resources & support 

 Specialized learning experiences 

 Expert guidance 

 Ongoing assessments help: 

 Identify student needs early 

 Determine appropriate services & supports 

 Support transition into educational settings



Blind Babies Program (BBP)

➢Early intervention and parent education for children, birth - 

6 years old 

➢Home and center-based visitations 

➢Supports families, empowers parents, and encourages blind 

& visually impaired children’s readiness to learn 

➢Weekly playgroups at our state-of-the-art facility where 

learning is fostered through active play 

➢This program has no cost to parents as it is funded by 

Division of Blind Services of Florida(DBS), and The Children 

Trust (TCT).



Home Visitation Program:

➢ Through the implementation of Parents as Teachers, an evidence-based early intervention 

home visitation model, MLH through the Blind Babies Program supports families, enables 

strong community building, and supports blind children's readiness to learn. 

 Playgroups:

➢ Miami Lighthouse offers weekly playgroups at our state-of-the-art facility. Playgroups foster 

learning through active play and support social emotional, physical, cognitive, and 

sociolinguistic needs of blind or visually impaired children. Through a family-centered 

approach, families come together weekly resulting in a strong emotional support network 

for parents and caregivers.

 Parent Support Groups:

➢ Each quarter, the BBP provides supportive services for families on various topics based on a 

family needs assessment. Support groups include meet and greet, available community 

resources and how to access them.





Pre-ETS (Pre-Employment Transition Services)

➢ Our Pre-ETS program services blind & visually impaired individuals ages 14-22. The 

program provides the opportunity to develop skills to enter the work force or post-

secondary education. 

 Music Program

➢ Miami Lighthouse is the only organization in the nation offering an all-inclusive music, 

audio instruction & youth development program for the blind & visually impaired. The 

program services individuals from 4th – 6th grades year-round & in 6th – 12th grade during a 

7-week program in the Summer. 



What is a Teacher of the Visually Impaired

 (TVI)?

➢ Trained and certified to instruct students who are blind 
or have low vision, including those with additional 
disabilities. 

➢ Provide specialized instruction in essential skills that 
support student participation in educational settings, 
such as inclusion or reverse mainstream programs.)

➢ Central member of a child’s educational team 

➢ Serve students ages birth-21 

➢ The Miami Lighthouse Academy has 4 certified TVI’s 
providing services to students with a visual impairment.



Where Are We Located?

➢601 SW 8th Ave Miami, FL 33130



Informational Flyers





For Referrals:

➢ Charelis Hernandez

➢ 786-362-7481 

➢ chernandez2@miamilighthouse.org

➢ Karla Padilla

➢ 786-362-7483

➢ kpadilla@miamilighthouse.org

mailto:chernandez2@miamilighthouse.org
mailto:chernandez2@miamilighthouse.org
mailto:mgonzalez@miamilighthouse.org
mailto:mgonzalez@miamilighthouse.org


Web & Social Media Information 

➢ https://miamilighthouse.org 

➢ @themiamilighthouse

➢ https://www.facebook.com/themiamilighthouse
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